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PSALM XCV. I, 2. 

O ccme, let us fng unto the Lord^ let us hearti- 
ly rejoice in the Strength of our Salvation ; 
Let us come before his Prefence vcith Thanlf 
giving^ let us Jhew ourfelves glad in him 
with Pfalms, 

P RAISE and Adoration are the mod 
pleafing Incenfe that Man can offer ; or 
the Deity will vouchlafe to receive. This is 
the End of the Creation ; — This the general 

Voice 
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Voice of Nature ; — This the Harmony and 
Connexion of both Worlds. For,--df to Thee, 
the Heavens and all the Powers therein con- 
tinually do cry, all the Earth doth worjhip 
‘I’hee^ the Father EverlaJHng, All thy Works 
animate or inanimate blefs Thee, and praile 
Thee, and magnify Thee for ever. The 
Birds of the Air have no other Song, the 
Beafts of the Field no other Voice than to 
proclaim 7^ Praife. The mute Inhabitants 
of the Waters filently breath forth 7^ Praife, 
and even the dull Clod, and tender Herb leem 

to implore the Tongue of Man of Man, 

to whom Language, that great, and dif-, 

tinguifhing Prerogative was given by his all- 
wife Creator to glorify Him ; and to tell of all 
his wondrous Works, But, — if thofe amazing 
Themes of Creation and continual Prefervation 

are inexhauflible how fhall He be able 

with all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul 

in 
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in any Degree to acknowledge extraordinary 
undeferved Favours, and unexpected Delive- 
rances 1 yet — fmall as the Tribute is, Gratitude 
will be an Oblation which God will not dil^ 
dain to accept. 

Grateful then — for ever grateful let us be 
for the crouded Succeflion of Victories which 
this Day s Solemnity calls upon us to comme- 
morate; but in what Language can we with 
greater Propriety exprefs ourfelves than in that 
of the infpired Writers. Thcfe were FiBories, 
which none but the Lord of Hofts could give; 
for, * One chcifed a T^houfand.^ and Two put 
Ten Thoufand to fight F 

“ H(m) beautiful have been the Feet of them 
who have brought good Tidings r And from 
what Quarter of the Globe have not good Ti- 
dings arrived ? Our Meffengers, like thofe of 

Job, 
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Job., but far different their Tale, have clofely 
fucceeded each other ; and while One was yet 
fpeaking, and relating the glorious Field of 
Minden \ — another conies, — and the Capital 
and ftrong Holds of America are fallen into 
our Hands. T^his is the Lord‘s Doing, and it 
is marvellous in our Sight. 

Never can Providence be feen more confpi- 
cuoufly ; never can Man appear more weak 
than in Times of Dangers, Difficulties, and 
Diftreffes; — and- — can there be Times more 
dangerous, more difficult, and diftrefsful, than 
when Nation rifeth up againft Nation — when 
Laws divine and human lofe their juft Au- 
thority — when Property has no Security,— 
when thefacred Ties of Religion are violated, 
— and when Life itfelf has no Prote6lion. 

To depriv'e Us of our moft undoubted 
Right, to introduce a moft arbitrary Govern- 
ment, 

£ 
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nient, and to eftablifli a moft idolatrous Re- 
ligion ; and to give us Chains for the Liberty 
we now enjoy, has been the Plan of our Ene- 
my, and if human Skill or Power could have 
elFedled it — thofe who now contend with us had 
long fnce been Lords over us. For, People of 
different Laws, Religion, Cuftoms, and even 
from the remoteft Diftance, have by them been 
brought and cemented together, with the fame 
Labour and Difficulty as Bodies are com- 
pounded of heterogeneous Particles, to co- 
operate and adf with them. But, 

How doth Difappointment fharpen — and 
Difgrace give Edge to Revenge and Refent- 
ment ? What Preparations are they now ma- 
king to fet the Battle again in Array in all its 
Horrors ? 

Secure of Conqueft, and relying on^ the 

B Arm 
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Arm of Flefli, in Imagination they had long,; 
ago fwallowed us up. But it hath pleafed the 
Almighty to raife up a King over us to whom 
He hath given a wife and an underftanding 
Spirit — We are bleft in Counfellors in whom 
there is Safety, and in Commander to whom 
He hath imparted the Spirit of Courage and 
Condua. Such happy Inftruments, under the- 
benign Influence of Heaven, have already de- 
feated, and will continue to defeat all their 
ambitious Views ; and God will ftill be pro- 
pitious to us, if in all our W oys we acknow^ 
ledge him. And, 

That we fhould acknowledge Him, He 
hath very deeply imprinted in the humaa 
Mind feveral of his Excellencies and Per- 
fedions, and hath beftowed on Man fe- 
veral Alfedions which anfwer to them ; 
Thus, 



Fear 
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Fear and Love naturally arife from a de- 
vout Contemplation of that Power^ which 
alone is able to kill, or to lave alive ; 

Hope and Faith will look up to that Wif- 
donty which ordereth all Caufes and all Events ; 

Truft and Confidence cannot but rely on 
that Goodnefsy which is always difplaying it- 
felf over the Works of the Creation, 

What then but the moll carelefs Inattention, 
the moft fupine Negligence, or an abfolute 
Unbelief, can hinder us from the continual Ex- 
ercife of fome or other of thefe Duties ? If we 
relied: on our Exiftence, we lhall find that we 
were made and endued with Intelligence by 
our All-beneficent Creator, that He might 
communicate his Goodnefs to us in proportion 
to what our Nature is capable of receiving. 

B 2 Nor 
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Nor is there a fingle Moment in our Lives 
which brings not Grace, or Favour, or Pro- 
tection with it^ 

Hence Man becomes the particular Care of 
Provicie7ice, and on that Foundation rifes his 
Subjeaion to, and Dependence on his Ma- 
ker. 

Take away this Support remove this 

Connexion, and what is ManP If he exa- 
mines, he muft foon know himfelf to be the 
moft deplorable Being in the Creation ; con- 
tinually expofed to Wants, which he cannot 
relieve, and hourly liable to Miferies which he 
can neither forefee or prevent ; ever moft weaki 
when he prefumes he is ftrong; ever fartheft 
from the Execution of his propofed Defign,. 
when left to his own Guidance and ConduCt.- 
Can a Being of fuch a Nature that is not ablei 

tQj 
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to add one Cubit to his Stature ; — furpaft by 
the Bca(l"s in Strength and Activity — and in 
all bis Pride and Glory excelled by the Lilly 
of the Field y 

Can fuch a Being find out, or carry on thro‘ 
a various and intricate Series of Caufes, proper 
and fit Means for the Attainment of any one 
the leafl; diftant End ? 

If fuch be his State — where muft he find 
Refource ? In all his TV ays let him but acknow-' 
ledge Gody and he fhall direSl his Paths, 

Various are the Paths of Life, and the In- 
tricacies and Labyrinths of them far too many 
and too perplexing for human Condud: or 
Wifdom. Not only therefore in the general 
Plan, not only in the great Outlines, but in 
every lefs and minuter Parts of Condud, in 
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our private Intercourfe with each other, in all 
our Purfuits and Engagements, in all our De- 
figns and Intcrefts, God fhould never be for- 
gotten. All our Thoughts, Words, and Ac- 
tions, fhould conftantly be dire<9;ed to our Ma- 
ker, Preferver and Benefadlor ; therefore ought 
all our Meafures to be fuch as we are fure that 
Qod will approve, and then all our pious En- 
deavours will be crowned with Succefs ; for 
which our Homage and Adoration will be 
conftantly due. 

And Societies as well as Individuals are 
equally Children of one great Family, and con- 
lequently claim one common Father. The 
Origin and Eftabliftiment, the Continuation 
and Prefervation of States and Empires; — 
their Revolutions and Declenftons, — their Fall 
and Deftrudlion, are moft ftupendous Marks of 
the divine Power ^ Wijdom and Goodnefs* And 

that 
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that W€ might not be ignorant of the Caufes 
which brought Profperity or Misfortunes to 
paft Ages and Nations, Saqred Hifiory, that 
faithful Clue, will guide and condu<St us to Ex- 
amples of People who have long left the The- 
atre of this World, but whofe Adions ftill 
live on Record for our Inftrudion. In the 
Condud and Adminiftration of thofe ancient 
Governments, the Hand of Providence, in 
various Periods of Time, has one while been 
darkly traced out — at another more clearly 
difeern’d ; — but in that of the Jews — it con- 
tinually fhone out in meridian Luftre. For 
this Oeconomy not only had its Being from 
the divine Lawgiver himfelf ; but was promul- 
gated to the Children of Ifrael with all the 
Awe and Splendour of heavenly Majefty ; and 
God vouchlafed his Prefence in the Top of the 
Mount while his Servant Mofes was delivering 
the Lawto his People at the Foot ot it. What a 

diftin- 
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diftinguifliing MarK was this of the Favour and 
Goodnefs of God ? How gracious the Terms 
which were offeerd, If nvill obey my V oice 
indeed^ and keep my Covenant^ then ye foall be a 
peculiar T'reafure to Me above all People ; for 
all the Earth is mine. And the more effedually 
to fecure them in their Allegiance and Duty ; 
and to guard them from Idolatry^ the fatal 
Source of all Wickednefs; the Being of one 
true God was laid down as the firft Objed for 
their Faith — and the Foundation, and Corner- 
ftone of their Religion, Laws, and Govern- 
ment. And that this governing Principle 
might be always kept alive in their Minds, 
God frequently revealed Himfelf to them in 
Oracles and Appearances, yet — no Means 
were fufficient to reftrain this rebellious Peo- 
ple; and Laws, like the Cords on the Hands 
of Samfon^ had not Strength enough to bind 
them. For fuch was their Perveffenefs, that 

almoft 
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almoft the firft Crime they committed after 
receiving the Law, was that which was moft 
particularly forbidden by it. Murmurings, 
Rebellions, and even Infidelity itfelf, were 
the Confequences of their idolatrous Wor- 
Ihip of the Golden Calf But to reclaim them, 
and (if poflible} to draw them back from their 
Errors and Vices, God was pleafed to raife up 
Prophets among them, who ufed the greateft 
Freedom in admonifhing, in threatening, and 
upbraiding them for their Ingratitude; but 
when thefe Means had no Efficacy, when thefe 
Arts could not avail — :Ty rants were ftirred up, 
thofe Scourges of the Almighty, who brought 
War and Devaftation into their Country, who 
treated them with the utmoft Rigor and Bar- 
barity, who loaded them with Chains and 
made a Mockery of their Miferies and Cala- 
mities. Even then^ if in their Diftrefs they 
cried unto the Lord, He was ever near, ever 

C ready 
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ready to relieve and deliver them out of all their 
Troubles. But whenever they lived, and con- 
tinued in the Ways of Virtue, Piety and Obe- 
dience, the certain Confequence was fome 
Bgnal Diftindtion of the divine Favour and 
Protedion. If at War, they were fuccefsful 
and triumphant ; if in Peace, the BlefQngs 
of Plenty, Union and Harmony attended 
them, and the choiceft Gifts of Heaven were 
poured down upon them. But too often when 
yejfjurun waxed faty then he forfooik the God that 
made htm^ and lightly ejieemed the Rock of his 
Salvation. At length the Repetitions of their 
Wickednefles were fo frequent, their Provoca- 
tions fo infulting, that God in his higheft Dif- 
pleafure caft them off ; and as the worft of Fu- 
nilhments, and the heavieft of Judgments, He 
finally gave them up to follow their own 
Wills and Inclinations ; inevitable Ruin was. 
foon the Confequence : and their own unpa-- 

ralelled 
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ralelled Deftrudlion came from, and was 
brought about by themfelves. 

How long did Mercy plead in behalf of this 
obftinate and finful People, how unwilling is 
God defcribed by the Prophets to give them 
up to Juftice I But had he not finally been 
avenged of fuch a Nation, had not their Pu- 
nifliments been as extraordinary as their Crimes, 
his Wifdom, or Power, would have been im- 
peached, which do now, and for ever will 
ftand manifeft, clear, and wonderful to all fu- 
ture Generations. The Hiftory of the fewsy 
IS in Fa£t one continued Hiftory of the 
Mercy and Goodnefs, the Wifdom and Power 
of God, and happy for them would it have 
been, had thefe divine Attributes brought 
forth in them the pleafing and grateful Fruits 
of Love and Fear, of Hope and Faith, of 
Obedience and Dependence 5 but alas ! a 

C 2 y^ijh 
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JewiJh Bread was far too rugged a Soil for the 
tender Plant of Gratitude to thrive in, and in 
whatever Bread that Virtue does not thrive, 
every rank Vice will deeply drike its Root, 
and fpread its baneful Induence. How inju- 
rious the Effects of it to human Society ! how 
deeply do we poor Mortals feel when we have 
bedowed a Favour or a Kindnefs, and find it 
unreturned, unthanked for, or forgotten 1 
how fevere the Stroke of Negle<a and 
Contempt, where Thanks and Acknowledg- 
ments fhould be paid ! If fuch be our Sen— 
fations in the little Intercourfes and Concerns 
which we have with each other j and where 
too we are all upon a Level, how mud the 
Almighty feel (who can only be faid to feel 
on our Accounts) from the daily Provocations 
of Ingratitude, which he receives from his 
Creature Man. And fuch are the Returns 
for the condant and highed Obligations which 

he 
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he is daily loading liitn with^— Shall Favours 
be defpifed then, becaule they are common ? 
why don t we lefufe to breath the common 
Air, or take our daily Food, for they are the 
conftant Gifts of one great and all-gracious 
Benefador. For v/ant of due Reflexion on 
God and himfelf, Man negledls his Duty and 
forgets his Dependence and Situation in the 
Scale of Beings. Were he but often accuftomed 
to meditate (too often he cannot) on the im- 
menfe Diftance between himfelf and his Cre- 
ator, he would learn to walk humbly with his 
God ; but though a kForm be his Sifter — ^yet 
would he find himfelf allied to Angels, and 
connected with the Deity — confcious then of 
the Dignity of his Nature, he would never 
hefitate to offer up his Homage and Worfhip 
to the Author of it. But fhould an unguarded 
Moment drive this Reflexion from his Mind 
— - as foon as he caff his Eyes on the Works 

of 
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of Nature, the pleafing Ideas of Gratitude 
would return. — And were he to contemplate 
th adorable Plan of Revelation, Hymns of 
Praife and Adoration would inceflantly, and 
almoft involuntarily burft from him ; and even 
in his moft private Tranfadions, he could not 
be infenfible with the leaft Glance of Thought, 
that God prefides over human Affairs ; when- 
ever Difficulties arife in the Condud and Ma- 
nagement of any Buflnefs, after various Efforts 
and repeated Trials, human Wit and Invention 
are overpowered, the Purfuit is dropt, and De- 
fpair is coming on ; then a lucky Circumftance, 
(as ’ds called) arifes in the Mind, the Knot is 
untied, and Things go fmoothly on, and are 
conduded to their deftined End. But who 
gave this unexpeded Turn of Thought, who 
fuggefted this lilent Hint ? even that Being 
alone who framed, and knows every Spring, 
and Motion of the Heart, And not only the 

Vir- 
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Virtues, but even the Vices of Men contribute 
to work his Pleafure. The Love of Conqueft, 
and Third: of Power, were Motives in the 
Bread of Cyrus for making War, and extend- 
ing his Dominions, but thefe Paffions were 
calculated for the Accomplilhment of a Plan 
he never thought of, and as defigned, be- 
came the Means, by which the endaved Peo- 
ple of God procured their Liberty, obtained 
Privileges, and re-edablidied their long ne- 
gleded Government, and publick Worihip. 
Thus was it the Voice of God, as well as of 
Ambition, which drew Cyrus into the Field, 
and made him Conqueror of the World; and 
thus, a Man s Heart may devife his JVay^ but 
the Lord direBeth his Steps, But, 

Though God over-rules, yet he does not ar- 
bitrarily controul the Powers of Man; and hu- 
man Conduct is lb far from being excluded 

from 
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from the T ranfi6tioii of human Affairs, that 
he is endued with Abilities and Faculties on 
Purpofe for the Government, and Management 
of them. And the riglit AppUcatioii and Ex- 
ertion, or the Negledt and Abufe of thele Ta- 
lents, will always decide the Fate of Nations; 
for by the Wills and Adlions of the Inhabitants 
Kingdoms flourifli, and are diabiiihed ; or de- 
cay, and are overthrown. 

The fame Covenant therefore which God 
originally made with the yews^ has always 
been, and is now in full Force with every 
Kingdom under Heaven. By hearkening to, 
and obeying the Voice of God, a People may 
become a ^reafureXo Him ; or by refufing to 
hear, or attend to the divine Commands, they 
will be liable to his heavieft Diipleafure. 

An unrelerved Obedience to the Laws of 
God is the fureft Means of procuring his Fa- 
vour, 
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vour, and, how amiable muft a Society be, 
whofe fundamental Principle of Adion is fin- 
lefs Obedience. A Situation more to be wi£h- 
ed for, than expeded in our State of Infirmity 
and Imperfedion. Yet, we may be afibred 
that all the divine Laws are defigned for, and 
conducive to our Happinefs ; and whenever we 
go aftray from the Obfervation of them, ever}' 
devious Step we take carries us lb far into the 
gloomy Paths of Mifery and Wretchednefs. 
Divine Mercy will overlook Sins of Frailty, but 
how can wilful TranfgrelTions be atoned for ? 
— Even againft thefe the Gates of Heaven are 
not lb barred, but that Repentance and Re- 
formation will gain Admittance. Amend- 
ment of Life and Mfanners is one conftant Sa- 
crifice one continual Xhanklgiving j and the 
Glory of a Nation is the Pradice of Virtue ; 
but the Continuance in Sin is aDifgrace and Re- 
proach to any People. Though we cannot lite- 

rally 



2 6 I^r, Dayrell’s Sermon 

rally be guilty of the Idolatry pradifed by the 
yet what do we lefs than facrifice to the 
Golden Calf^ when we put our Truft and Con- 
fidence in any Thing but God himfelf ? When 
we rely and depend upon our own Wit or Wif- 
dom, when we think that we compafs our De- 
figns by our own Refolution and Power, when 
we impute Succefs to our own Skill and Ma- 
nagement, do we not facrifice to our own Net f 
do we not vaunt with the j^JJyrian King, ^hat 
we have done it by our Strength and Wifidom^ 
for we are prudent f So far were the Heathens 
themfelves from leaning on the bruifed and weak 
Reeds of human Support, that we always find 
them at their Altars, imploring the divine Afii- 
ftance before any Enterprize, fupplicating Mercy 
and Forgivenefs at the Mifcarriage of it ; or in 
Adsof Praife and Adoration, when fuccefsful; 
always imputing to their own Sins and Wicked- 
nefs the ill Events of Things j always attribut- 
ing, 
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ting, with the humbled Acknowledgments, the 
profperous Ifllie of them to their Gods. 

And how ready was the Royal Pfalmifl: to 
return Thanks, for the daily Providence and 
Protedion of his God ; but when any peculiar 
Mercies were vouchfafed to him, what Rap- 
tures of Adoration, Praife, and Confidence 
do we hear ? / will love Ihee^ 0 Lordj my 
Strength ; the Lord is my Rocky my Fortrefsy 
and my Deliverery my Gody my Stre?tgthy 
in Him will I truf. He knew the Power 
and Efficacy of Praife; he found by Ex- 
perience, that with fuch Sacrifices God was 
well pleafed. But not content to give Glory 
unto God in his more private Meditations 
and Devotions, his grateful Heart pants to 
fpread forth his Creator’s Praife; and with the 
moft pathetick and warm Exhortations, he in- 
vites all Mankind to join in this moft amiable 

D 2 Duty : 
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Duty : Oh that Men voould praife the Lord for 
his Goodnefsj and declare the Wonders which he 
doth for the Children of Men ! 

Shall not we now accept of this Invitation 
of Davidy ihall we not follow his Example in 
the Clofet, and in the Temple ? Every Per- 
fon’s particular Condud: muft-dired him in 
the former, — but let the latter be the Subjed 
of this Day’s Commemoration. 

If it is at all Times, and in all Places, _ our 
moft bounden Duty to return Thanks, can 
Time or Place be better adapted to this facred 
Purpofe ? When new, and remarkable BlefUngs 
have been granted to us, then the wonderful 
Operations of Providence are ftrongeft on our 
Minds ; then warmed with Gratitude, are we 
better difpoled to ail the Ads of Worfhip and 
Thankfgiving. But much Ihould I take from 

that 
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Aat pious Warmth were I to enter on the 
iftoiy of our late happy and rapid Succeffes: 
tt IS therefore more peculiarly „,y Duty to en- 



Oh come then, let ut this Day f,„g unto the 

^ordj let us heartily rejoice in the Strength of 

our Sahat, on-. Let us come before His Prefence 

. ; let us Jhew ourfelves glad 

in Hm with Pfalms. * 

All Adoration is due to the Almighty for 
giving us the Subjea of this Day’s Solemnity. 

- We may keep it with Joy_but let our Toy be 
ecent; let it be a Chriftian, not a Roman 
Triumph. Infolence ill becomes us at any 
Time, and much lefs fo, when the Sword is 
not llieathed ; nor the Fate of War decided. 
Too often the Remembrance of Mercies dies 

with 
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with the Day appointed for the Obfervation 
of them. But oursfure have been too hgnal, 
and too great to deferve £o fhort-lived a Fate. 
Vaniihing and unavailing — contemptuous and 
affronting to the Deity rauft that Gratitude be 
which reaches not the Heart. With one Heart 
then, and one Mind (if we wifli for the Con- 
tinuance of divine Favours and Mercies) let us 
fly to, and take Security in Religion, which is 
of more Force than the clofefl Phalanx, or the 
ftrongeft Bulwark. Religion is the Mother 
of true Courage, and the fureft Leader to all 
Succefs. Clad in her celeftial Armour, ha-- 
ving on the Breafi-plate of Righteoufnefs ; and 
the Helmet of Salvation ; taking the Shield of 
Faithy and the Sword of the Spirit ; we fhall 
be in all Parts invulnerable. 'And to the Re- 
ligion of Chriftians, let us add the Refolution 
of Men ; and while the Praifes of God are in 
our hdouthSf let a two-edged Sword be in our 

Hands, 
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Hands. What Succefs may we not expert, 
what Invafions need we fear, if the fame Una- 
nimity and Loyalty, which are paid to our 
King and Country, be joined alfo in the Ex- 
crcife of Religion and Worfhip to our God. 
Praifes and Thankfgivings will be the moft 
powerful InterceflH»;;^at the Throne of Grace 
fo^lTings on any People; thefe the only Re- 
fug^R Times of Danger ; thefe the only Means 
of Security in Times of Peace and Tranqui- 
lity. And while we are returning Thanks for 
part Mercies, in humble Truft and Confidence 
let us hope for more; among whichlet us prin- 
cipally implore God, that He would be pleafed 
to take our moft gracious Sovereign and his 
faithful Ally into his Protedion againft all the 
Aflaults of their Enemies, and that He would 
keep them fafe under the Shadow of his Wings, 
until this Tyranny be over-paft. And amonc!^ 
our many late Bleftlngs, let it never be forgot 
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how our Fields did ftand fo thick with Corn, 
that they laughed and fung : But how would 
their Joy have been turned into mourning- 
how would the fruitful Fields have languifhed, 
had they been reaped by hoftile Hands ! But 
our Garners are now full, affording all Manner 
of Stores ; how providential this extraordinary 
Abundance 1 Tlmt God, who forefaw ^ fu- ^ 
ture NecelTities, gave, before we could|Pther 
afk or know what we fliould want, fuch Pro- 
vifions as War required, but has not exhaufted. 

And whenever it fhall pleafe God to give us the 
Bleflings of Peace, may he grant us to enjoy 
that Plenty which his Bounty hath fo liberally 
bellowed upon us ; and may he continue that 
Union and Harmony now flourifhng among us, 
to his Honour and Glory, to his Adoration and 
Worlhip, now and for evermore. 
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